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A  TRUE  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 


Horrid  Conspiracy  against  the  King 
and  the  Government. 


i HE  KING  has  thought  fit  to  lay  open,  and  to 


X  declare  to  the  World,  An  Exact  Account  of 
the  late  Accurfed  Confpiracy,  which  was  a&ually 
form’d,  and  carried  on  in  England ,  and  fet  on  foot  in 
Scotland ,  againft  His  own,  and  his  only  and  deareft 
Brothers  Life,  and  againft  the  Peaceable  and  Flourifh- 
ing  Government  of  His  Majefties  Kingdoms  5  as  far 
forth,  as  hitherto  the  Particulars  of  it  have  come  to 
His  knowledge,  by  the  Voluntary  Confeflions,  or  un¬ 
deniable  Convidtions  of  divers  of  the  Principal  Confspi- 


rators. 


By  this  faithfully  reprefenting  the  plain  Matter  of 
Fad!,  though  perhaps  all  the  Groundlefs  Suggeftions, 
and  Malicious  Infinuations  of  Factious  Men,  will  not 
be  wholly  put  to  filence  ;  it  being  their  old,  and  con- 
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ftant  Artifice,  to  fupport,  and  incourage  their  Party, 
by  Impudent  Slanders  and  Falfhoods,  againft  the 
cleareft  Light,  and  moft  evident  Proof :  Yet  however 
His  Majefty  will  have  the  Satisfaction  hereby  to  con¬ 
firm  the  Loyalty,  and  good  Affedtions  of  all  His  loving 
Subjects  at  Home,  and  to  eflablifh  Abroad  the  Reputa¬ 
tion,  and  Honour  of  His  Royal  Juftice, 

And  moreover  (which  His  Majefty  moft  of  all  re¬ 
gards)  this  Publick,  and  Lafting  Teftimony  will  be 
given  of  His  fiincere  Thankfulnefs  to  Almighty  God, 
for  that  Miraculous  Deliverance  from  a  Danger,  which 
came  fo  near  His  Sacred  Perfon,  and  was  fo  far  fpread 
in  the  Ruine,  it  threaten’d  to  all  His  people. 

It  is  well  known,  what  mifchievous  Arts  of  late 
Years  have  been  ufed,  and  what  Treafonable  Courfes 
taken,  to  withdraw  thefe  Nations  from  their  bounden 
Duty  and  Allegiance,  and  to  expofe  His  Majefties  moft 
Juft,  and  Merciful  Government  to  Calumny  and  Con¬ 
tempt  :  The  Rebellious  Defign  having  been  apparently 
carried  on  by  all  forts  of  Malecontents  5  whom  either 
their  Crimes,  or  Wants,  their  furious  Zeal,  or  un¬ 
bounded  Ambition,  inclined  to  wifh  for  a  Difturbance 
of  the  Peace,  and  Profperity,  which  His  Majefties  Do¬ 
minions  have  fo  long  injoy’ d,  to  the  Envy  of  all  His 
Neighbours. 

To  this  wicked  purpofe,  many  the  very  fame  fatal 
Methods  and  fpecious  Pretences,  which,  in  the  Days 
of  His  Majefties  Glorious  Father,  had  involved  these 
Kingdoms  in  Confufion  and  Blood,  were  once  again 
revived,  and  by  many  the  very  fame  Pefsons  $  Men  of 
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crafty,  reftlefs,  and  implacable  Spirits  $  impenitent  after 
the  moft  Gracious  Pardons  ;  whom  long  Experience 
had  made  skilful  in  feducing  weak,  and  unftable  Minds, 
by  counterfeiting  the  plaufible  Names  of  things  in 
themfelves  moft  excellent,  but  moft  dangerous  when 
abufed  $  fuch  as  Liberty,  Property,  Confcience,  and 
Religion, 

By  thefe  wretched  Inftruments,  was  this  moft  gentle, 
and  benign  Government  again  reproached  with  Ty¬ 
ranny,  and  Arbitrary  Power  :  The  Church  of  England 
was  once  more  Traduced,  as  Popifhly  affected  :  The 
moft  able  Officers,  and  faithfulleft  Servants  of  the 
Crown  again  Reviled,  under  the  odious  Title  of  Evil 
Councellours. 

In  the  mean  time  Sedition  and  Schifm  were  every 
where  promoted  ;  unreafonable  Fears  fuggefted  $  vain 
Sufpicions  of  future  Dangers  augmented  to  deftroy  the 
prefent  Tranquility  $  defperate  Speeches,  infamous 
Libels,  Traiterous  Books  fwarm’d  in  all  places  5  and 
under  colour  of  the  only  True  Proteftant,  the  worft  of 
all  Unchriftian  Principles  were  put  in  pradtife  ;  all  the 
old  Republican,  and  Antimonarchical  Dodlrines,  whofe 
Effedts  had  formerly  prov’d  so  difmal,  were  now  again 
as  confidently  own’d,  and  afferted,  as  ever  they  had 
been  during  the  hotteft  Rage  of  the  late  unhappy 
Troubles. 

From  these  Preparations  to  a  new  Rebellion,  the 
Party  began  by  degrees  to  proceed  to  Adlion.  Dif- 
tindfions  of  Sides  were  made  :  Names,  and  Tokens  of 
Separation  were  given  :  Illegal  Conventicles  were  main- 
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tained,  in  defiance  of  the  Laws  of  God,  and  Man  : 
Tumultuous  Feafts,  and  Fadlious  Clubs  were  fet  up  in 
City,  and  Country  :  Clofe,  and  Seditious  Meetings 
haunted  :  Frequent  Cabals  appointed,  and  by  Men  of 
high  degree  with  the  loweft  :  Great  Stores  of  Arms 
provided  by  private  Perfons  :  Infolent  Progrefies  made 
through  divers  Countries  5  thereby  to  glory  in  their 
Numbers,  and  to  carry  far  and  near  the  Terrour  of 
their  Power,  and  even  to  Mufter  their  Party  ready  for 
fome  fudden  Blow,  or  general  Infurredlion. 

All  thefe,  and  many  more  fuch  Perfonal  Indignities, 
and  Publick  Affaults  on  the  Government,  His  Ma- 
jefty  long  endured  with  the  fame  Mildnefs,  and 
Clemency,  wherewith  he  had  already  forgiven  the 
higheft  Crimes  againft  himfelf  ;  His  Royal  Goodnefs 
ftill  patiently  expelling,  and  wifhing,  that  in  time  the 
moft  obftinate  of  his  mifguided  Subjedts  would  see 
their  Errour,  and  return  at  length  to  a  fenfe  of  the 
Duty,  they  owe  him  by  all  the  ftrongest  Bands  of  Na¬ 
ture  and  Laws,  Religion  and  Gratitude,  that  can 
poffibly  oblige  Subjedls  towards  a  Soveraign. 

But  when  His  Majefty  was  abundantly  convinc’d 
that  all  thofe  dark  Confultations,  and  open  Tumults 
of  unruly  Men,  were  but  fo  many  infallible  Signs,  and 
Forerunners  of  Rebellion,  or  fome  extraordinary  Com¬ 
motions  ;  Then  at  laft,  in  a  tender  refpedl  to  his 
Peoples  Safety,  more  than  to  his  own,  was  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  conftrain’d  to  awaken  his  Authority,  to  try  what 
good  Effedt  the  Vigour  of  his  Laws  would  have  on 
those  Offenders,  with  whom  all  his  repeated  Mercy 
and  Indulgence  had  fo  little  prevail’d. 
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Yet  fuch  was  then  His  Majefties  hard  Fortune,  fo 
firmly  combined  were  the  Difaffe&ed,  efpecially  by 
their  Prevalent  Intereft  in  packing  the  Juries  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Middlesex ,  that  whilft  His  Majefty  carefully 
endeavour’d  to  diftribute  Impartial  Juftice  to  all  his 
Subjects,  he  could  not  obtain  the  fame  Right  Himfelf ; 
his  Enemies  ftill  becoming  more  numerous,  and  united 
in  thofe  very  places,  where  their  defperate  Enterprifes 
againft  the  Government,  were  likely  to  be  moft  fudden 
and  pernicious. 

Amongft  divers  other  infamous  Examples  of  this 
Nature,  was  that  of  Colledge  the  Joyner.  For  though 
the  Criminal  was  fo  mean  a  Man,  and  no  other  ways 
considerable,  but  for  his  audacious  Forwardnefs  in 
affronting  the  Government ;  yet  His  Majefty,  with  all 
His  Royal  Authority,  could  hardly  prevail  to  have  him 
brought  to  a  Fair  and  Legal  Tryal.  Nor  had  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  been  able  at  laft  to  procure  fo  much  Juftice  to  be 
done  had  not  the  Procefs  been  removed  into  another 
County,  where  (the  Rulers  of  the  Fadlion  being  less 
powerful,)  that  new  and  damnable  Opinion  and  Practice 
of  the  Lawfulnefs  of  Equivocating  and  even  of  Perjury 
for  the  Good  Old  Cause ,  had  not  prevailed  over  the  old 
and  honeft  English  Principles  of  Truth  and  Honour. 

However  though  in  the  end  His  Majefties  Juftice 
got  the  better  at  that  time,  yet  it  was  defeated  in  a 
greater  and  more  important  Instance,  that  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury ,*  who  had  been  long  and  reasonably 
fufpe&ed,  and  in  the  iffue  was  manifeftly  difcovered  to 
be  the  chief  Author,  and  fupreme  Manager  of  all  thefe 
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Traiterous  Contrivances  againft  his  Majefties  Crowns 
and  Life. 

The  faid  Earl  His  Majefty  had  formerly  pardon’d, 
inrich’d,  enobled,  and  advanc’d  to  one  of  the  higheft 
Stations  in  the  Kingdom  $  by  a  long  Succefiion  of 
manifold  Bounties,  endeavouring  to  render  his  Abili¬ 
ties,  and  Experience  in  BufinelT,  ferviceable  to  his  King, 
and  beneficial  to  his  Country. 

Yet  fo  treacherous  and  undermining  was  his  Genius  $ 
fo  unmeafurable  his  Ambition  $  fo  impatient  of  quiet, 
and  moderate  Courfes  j  fo  much  fitter  he  was  to  be 
the  Inftrument  of  a  Tyrant,  than  the  Servant  of  a  Juft 
and  Good  Prince  5  that  after  many  hainous  Infidelities 
and  Offences  committed  by  him,  and  forgiven  by  his 
Majefty,  he  was  at  length  neceffitated  to  difcharge  him 
his  Service  5  yet  fo  as  to  leave  him  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  Peers  in  the  Kingdom  for  Title  and 
Eftate. 

But  his  afpiring  and  revengeful  Spirit  could  not 
brook  fo  gentle  a  difgrace.  Wherefore  having  de- 
fervedly  been  difmifs’d  the  Court,  he  prefently  attempted 
to  fet  the  Country  direttly  againft  it.  Immediately  he 
profefs’d  himfelf  the  moft  zealous  true  Proteftant,  and 
the  greateft  Patriot  $  Thereby  flily  infinuating  his  de- 
figns  into  the  Heads  of  all  Setts  and  Divifions  in 
Church  and  State :  To  them  betraying  fome,  vilifying 
others ;  malicioufiy  interpreting  all  His  Majefties 
Counfels  j  Making  thofe  very  Confultations,  and  reso¬ 
lutions  of  State,  whereof  he  had  been  the  chief  Advifer, 
when  he  was  in  Power,  to  be  the  principal  Ob- 
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jeCtions  againft  the  Government,  when  he  was  dis¬ 
placed. 

Thus  he  and  his  party  went  boldly  on  to  difturb  the 
Publick  Quiet,  and  to  affront  His  Majefties  Authority 
with  the  higheft  Infolence  :  In  Words  and  Writings 
defaming  it,  as  Arbitrary  and  Tyrannical,  whilft  in 
Deeds  he  infulted  over  it,  as  believing  it  to  be  weak, 
and  refolving  to  make  it  defpicable.  And  all  this  with 
a  fecure  confidence  not  only  of  Indemnity,  but  Success  $ 
Knowing  himfelf  to  be  under  the  protection  of  Juries 
of  his  own  appointment  or  approbation :  And  there¬ 
fore  prefuming  he  was  far  out  of  the  reach  of  His 
Majefties  juft  Indignation. 

And  fo  for  a  time  it  unhappily  proved.  For  being 
legally  indicted  of  Crimes  of  the  higheft  Nature  j 
though  the  Evidence  againft  him  was  cleer,  and  pofi- 
tive  $  fome  of  the  Witneffes  being  the  very  fame  Men, 
whofe  Teftimony  had  been  approv’d  of,  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  Oats's  Plot ;  And  the  very  Original  draught  of 
a  treafonable  Affociation  having  been  actually  found  in 
his  Cuftody  ;  yet  he  could  not  be  brought  to  a  Lawful 
Trial  by  his  Peers,  the  Indictment  being  ftifled  by  a 
fhameful  Ignoramus  ,*  and  that  accompanied  with  fo 
much  Infolence,  that  the  very  Minifters  of  His  Ma¬ 
jefties  Juftice  were  in  much  more  danger  than  the 
Criminal,  and  hardly  efcap’d  the  rude  Affaults  of  his 
Confederates  and  Party. 

However,  from  fo  great  a  Violation  of  Common 
Right,  and  of  the  Royal  Dignity,  His  Majefty  gain’d 
this  very  confiderable  Advantage,  That  thenceforth  h$ 
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plainly  perceived  the  main  Strength  of  all  his  Enemies 
Arrogance  lay  in  their  Extravagant  Power  to  pack  the 
City-Juries.  For  what  Treafon  might  not  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  fecurely  Project,  or  Fergujon  Write,  or  an 
Affociation  A<ft  againft  the  Government,  whilft  Good- 
enough ,  and  a  fetled  Club,  was  at  hand  with  their  Cor¬ 
rupt  Pannels,  to  Indempnifie,  and  if  need  were,  to 
fecond  and  applaud  their  moft  Villanous  Practices  ? 

Wherefore  His  Majefty  forefeeing  how  deftrudtive, 
in  time,  the  Effects  of  fo  great  and  growing  a  Mifchief 
would  be,  refolved  at  length,  after  a  many  Intolerable 
Provocations,  to  ftrike  at  that  which  he  had  now 
found  to  be  the  very  Root  of  the  Faction. 

This  His  Majefty,  and  all  wife  and  good  Men  per¬ 
ceiv’d,  could  be  no  other  ways  done,  than  firft  by 
reducing  the  Ele&ions  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London  to 
their  Antient  Order  and  Rules,  that  of  late  were  be¬ 
come  only  a  Bufinefs  of  Clamour  and  Violence  :  And 
then  to  make  Inquiry  into  the  Validity  of  the  City- 
Charter  itfelf  j  which  an  ill  Party  of  Men  had  abufed 
to  the  Danger,  and  would  have  done  it  to  the  De- 
ftrudtion  of  the  Government,  had  they  been  fuffer’d 
to  go  on  never  fo  little  farther  uncontroul’d. 

In  both  thefe  moft  juft  and  neceffary  Undertakings, 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  His  Majefties  Caufe  met  with  an 
anfwerable  Succefs.  Firft,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Tumultuous  Riots  the  Factious  Party  committed,  to 
difturb  the  peaceable  Ifliie  of  that  Affair ;  yet  the  un¬ 
doubted  Right  of  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Nominating  the 
eldeft  Sheriff,  was  reftored  and  eftablifhed  :  And  fo  the 
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Adminiftration  of  Juftice  once  more  put  in  a  way  of 
being  cleared  from  Partiality  and  Corruption.  And 
then  a  due  Judgment  was  obtain’d,  by  an  equal  Pro- 
cefs  of  Law,  againft  the  Charter  itfelf,  and  its  Fran- 
chifes  declared  forfeited  to  His  Majefty. 

But  though  this  happy  Event  of  His  Majefties 
Controverfie  with  the  difafte&ed  part  of  the  City  of 
London ,  was  in  all  Humane  probability,  the  only 
effectual  Courfe  to  provide  for  the  future  Peace,  and 
Stability  of  the  Government ;  yet  it  had  like  to  have 
proved  a  prefent  Occalion  of  its  utter  Ruine. 

For  when  fo  many  guilty  Perfons  found,  that  the 
great  Point  of  the  Sheriffs  was  refetled  on  its  Antient 
Bottom,  and  the  City-Charter  itfelf  in  hazard  of  being 
fpeedily  vacated  ;  fo  that  now  there  would  be  no  farther 
evafion  for  them,  by  any  pretence  of  Law,  to  efcape 
unpunifh’d  :  Then  they  concluded  it  was  high  time  to 
bring  their  Devilifh  Purpofes  to  a  quicker  iffue,  and 
once  for  all  to  ftrike  boldly  at  the  Heart  of  the  KING 
and  Kingdom. 

Particularly  the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury ,  being  confcious 
to  himfelf  of  the  blacknefs  of  his  Crimes,  and  of  the 
Iniquity  of  the  Verdidf,  by  which  he  had  for  that  time 
efcaped  ;  and  finding  he  was  now  within  the  compafs 
of  the  Juftice  he  had  fo  lately  fruftrated  and  contemn’d, 
thenceforth  gave  over  all  his  quieter  and  more  plaufible 
Arts  of  Sedition,  whereby  he  proudly  bragg’d  he  fhould, 
in  time,  as  his  Exprefiion  was,  Leijurely  walk  his  Ma- 
iefty  out  of  his  Dominions  ,*  and  on  a  fudden  betook  him¬ 
felf  to  more  precipitate  Enterprifes :  Alarming  his 
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Companions  with  a  profpedt  of  their  common  danger  ; 
thence  inflaming  fome  to  Infurre&ions,  others  to 
Aflaflinations  ;  fuppofing  now  there  was  no  way  left 
for  him,  or  them,  to  juftifie  their  former  Mifdemean- 
ors  and  Treafons,  but  by  attempting  and  fucceeding  in 
greater  Mifchiefs. 

This  was  found  by  evident  Proof  to  have  been  the 
principal  rife  and  occafion  of  ripening  the  Horrid  Con- 
fpiracy  in  the  Kingdom  of  England.  Nor  could  there 
poflibly  have  happen’d  a  ftronger  Juftification  of  His 
Majefties  Counfels  in  attempting  to  re&ifie  the  City- 
Juries  and  Eledlions  j  fince  it  is  apparent  his  principal 
Enemies  laid  fo  much  ftrefs  on  the  unjuft  Power  they 
had  therein  ufurp’d,  that,  being  once  fairly  driven  from 
that  Strength,  they  immediately  refolv’d,  nothing  lefs 
than  a  barefac’d  and  avow’d  Rebellion  could  repair  the 
Lofs  their  Party  fuftain’d  by  fo  great  a  Blow. 

As  for  His  Majefties  Kingdom  of  Scotland ,  it  is  no¬ 
torious  there  has  been  long  Ihelter’d  in  it  a  defperate 
Fa&ion  of  furious  Zealots,  that  under  the  old  Pro- 
feflions  of  the  Caufe  of  Chrift,  and  a  purer  way  of 
Gofpel-Worfliip,  has  grown  up  by  degrees  to  a  Viola¬ 
tion  at  laft,  not  only  of  all  the  Rules  and  Inftitutions 
of  true  Religion,  but  of  common  Humanity.  For 
does  not  the  whole  Chriftian  World  at  this  day  behold 
with  Horror,  that  the  moft  Villanous  Tenets  of  the 
fterceft  Scottilh  Covenanters,  and  even  of  their  Re- 
monftrators,  have  been  out-done  by  their  Succeflors 
and  Difciples  in  the  Field-Meetings,  and  Armed  Con¬ 
venticles?  Have  they  not  thence  proceeded  to  all  the 
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Execrable  Rage  of  Rapine  and  Violence?  In  fo  much 
that  fome  of  them  have  lived  and  died  glorying  in  the 
moll  barbarous  Murders,  and  bafell  Cruelties  ;  refuling 
obllinately  with  their  laft  Breath,  fo  much  as  to  pray 
for  His  Majelly,  or  to  fay,  God  fa<ve  the  King ;  though 
by  an  unexampled  Mercy,  they  had  their  Pardons 
allur’d  to  them  at  the  very  place  and  moment  of  their 
Execution,  upon  that  lingle  Condition. 

And  befides  the  remains  of  thofe  Bloody  Enthufialls, 
whofe  Principles  are  not  yet  entirely  extinguilh’d, 
though  their  force  has  been  twice  vanquilh’d  in  open 
Field,  by  Gods  Providence  prolpering  His  Majellies 
Arms  ;  It  is  certain  alfo  the  Peace  of  that  Kingdom 
has  of  late  been  much  indanger’d  by  other  great  Num¬ 
bers  of  Fadlious  and  Seditious  Spirits,  who,  though  at 
firfl  they  would  not  venture  to  incourage  publickly  the 
others  declared  Treafons,  yet  lluck  not  fecretly  to 
favour  and  foment  their  Caufe,  and  as  the  event  infal¬ 
libly  proves,  would  foon  have  Own’d  and  Headed  their 
Fury,  had  it  profper’d. 

Wherefore  the  wife  care  of  former  Seffions  of  Par¬ 
liament  there,  having  fufficiently  provided  by  a  due 
feverity  of  Good  Laws,  again!!  the  dreadful  Confe- 
quences  of  continuing  the  Field-Meetings  ;  for  the 
farther  fecuring  the  Reformed  Religion,  and  the  An- 
tient  Rights  of  the  Crown  and  the  Royal  Family  in 
that  Kingdom,  it  was  judg’d  advifeable,  by  the  Wif- 
dom  of  His  Majellies  great  Council,  the  laft  Selhon  of 
Parliament,  to  appoint  and  Authorife  a  Solemn  Tell 
to  be  taken  by  all  Perfons  in  place  of  publick  Trull, 
or  Power. 
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In  that  Seflion  the  Teft  was  foon  pafs’d  into  an  A€t 
of  State,  without  any  confiderable  oppofition  :  Though 
there  were  not  wanting  Tome  turbulent  Men  in  the 
Aftembly,  who  took  that  occafton  of  fhewing,  how  ill 
they  were  affeCted  to  the  eftablifh’d  Government  of 
their  Country ;  Which  they  could  have  no  other  in¬ 
ducement  to  be,  but  either  a  defire  of  Commotions,  by 
reafon  of  the  defperate  State  of  their  own  ill-fpent 
Fortunes,  or  Envy  at  the  better  Condition  of  Honefter 
Men,  or  fome  inveterate  Contagion  of  Treafon,  de¬ 
rived  down  to  them  from  the  la  ft  unhappy  Age  of 
Confufions. 

Of  that  unquiet  and  feditious  Party,  the  chief  and 
declared  Head  was  the  late  Earl  of  Argyle ,  who  during 
the  very  fitting  of  the  Parliament,  had,  by  many  in¬ 
direct  ways,  attempted  to  hinder  His  Majefties  Service  $ 
the  faid  Earl,  and  the  then  Prefident  of  the  Seflion, 
and  their  Complices  taking  their  opportunity,  in  word¬ 
ing  the  Teft,  to  add  thereto  all  the  very  fame  Claufes, 
that  have  fince  given  any  Colour  of  fcruple  to  them- 
felves.  But  when  all  his  crafts  for  obftrudting  the 
Bill  were  defeated  by  the  far  greater  Number  of  well 
difpofed  Members,  the  Loyal  Voters  for  it  being  at 
leaft  Ten  to  one  of  the  difaffected  $  then  no  fooner 
was  the  Parliament  adjourn’d,  but  the  faid  Earl  of 
Argyle ,  firft  at  Edenburgh ,  next  in  traverfing  feveral 
Shires,  did  make  it  his  Chief  Bufinefs  to  infinuate 
every  where,  into  the  minds  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity, 
the  moft  malicious  prejudices  imaginable  againft  the 
whole  Tenour  of  the  Teft. 
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And  afterwards  on  his  return  to  Edenburgh  he  often 
prefumptuoufly  declared,  he  would  either  not  take  it 
at  all,  or  take  it  only  with  a  refer ve  of  his  own  expla¬ 
nation  j  which  he  put  in  Writing  and  difpers’d  :  the 
contrivance  of  it  being  fuch,  as  diffolves  all  the  Obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  Oath,  and  makes  his  own  prefent  Fancy 
and  private  Opinion,  the  only  Standard,  whereby  he 
meant  to  be  guided  in  all  the  publick  Duties  of  his 
Loyalty  and  Allegiance. 

At  length  His  Majefties  High  Commifiioner  the 
Duke ,  and  the  Privy  Council  of  that  Kingdom,  having 
been  well  inform’d  of  the  faid  Earls  feditious  Carriage 
in  City  and  Country,  and  being  fully  confirm’d  in  their 
Judgments  and  Confciences  of  his  Trayterous  Pur- 
pofes,  in  that  fallacious  and  equivocating  Paraphrafe  on 
the  Teft,  which  he  own’d  in  their  prefence,  perverting 
thereby  the  found  fenfe,  and  eluding  the  force  of  His 
Majefties  Laws,  in  order  to  fet  the  Subjects  loose  from 
their  Obedience,  and  to  perpetuate  Schifm  in  the 
Church,  and  Fadtion  in  the  State :  Upon  thefe 
Grounds,  he  was  moft  defervedly  Profecuted  by  His 
Majefties  Advocate,  before  the  Soveraign  Juftice-Court, 
according  to  the  known  Laws  of  his  Country  5  and 
after  a  full  and  equal  Tryal,  he  was  found  guilty  of 
Treafon,  by  the  Learned  Judges,  and  a  Jury  not  only 
of  his  Peers,  but  alfo  many  of  them  his  own  neareft 
Relations. 

Soon  after  Judgment  given,  albeit  the  King  was  far 
from  any  thought  of  taking  away  his  Life,  and  that 
no  farther  prejudice  was  defign’d  againft  him,  but  the 
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forfeiture  of  fome  Jurifdidlions  and  Superiorities,  which 
he  and  his  Predeceffors  had  furreptitioufly  acquired, 
and  moft  tyrannically  exercis’d  ;  befides  the  difpofal  of 
part  of  his  Eftate  to  pay  his  juft  Creditors,  and  fome 
few  moderate  Donatives  to  thofe,  whom  he  and  his 
Father  had  formerly  ruin’d  for  their  Fidelity  to  His 
Majefty,  the  Surplufage  being  intended  entirely  to  re¬ 
turn,  and  defcend  to  his  Family  $  yet  the  faid  Earl 
abufing  the  great  Freedom  indulg’d  him  in  Prifon, 
(which  he  enjoy’d  as  largely  after  his  Condemnation, 
as  before)  fled  from  His  Majefties  Mercy,  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  own  Guilt  not  fuffering  him  to  venture 
on  that  Clemency,  whereof  he  had  before  participated 
fo  plentifully,  when  he  was  under  the  like  sentence  of 
Condemnation. 

The  King  however,  notwithftanding  this  new  Pro¬ 
vocation,  ftill  retain’d  the  fame  benign  thoughts  of 
favouring  his  Wife  and  Children.  And  before  it  was 
known  that  the  faid  Earl  had  more  Debt  on  his 
Eftate  than  the  full  value  of  it  amounted  to,  (which 
really  was  his  Cafe)  His  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleas’d, 
in  one  Royal  Largefs,  to  give  thrice  more  of  the  In¬ 
heritance  to  his  Pofterity,  than  their  Father  could 
lawfully  have  done,  had  it  never  been  forfeited. 

But  how  ill  he  deferved,  or  requited  fo  many  Adis 
of  Grace  and  Bounty,  will  appear  by  the  fequel  of  his 
Behaviour  after  his  Efcape.  For  inftead  of  doing  what 
his  Complices  and  Dependants  gave  out  he  intended, 
that  he  would  humbly  caft  himfelf  at  His  Majefties 
Feet,  and  implore  his  Pardon,  which  he,  of  all  Men 
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living,  had  no  reafon  to  think  defperate,  he  is  no 
where  to  be  found,  but  affociating  with  His  Majefties 
implacable  Enemies  in  the  Head  of  new  Machina¬ 
tions  of  Treafon,  employs  his  Liberty  abroad  in  main¬ 
taining  Traiterous  Correfpondences  at  Home,  with 
reftlefs  Malice  exciting  the  wicked  Confpirators  of 
both  Kingdoms  to  a  fatal  Union  againft  the  Life, 
Government  and  Family  of  his  Liege  Soveraign  and 
Benefactor. 

And  all  this  is  to  be  proven  upon  him  by  Argu¬ 
ments  as  clear  as  the  Sun,  by  the  Credit  of  his  own 
Authentick  Letters,  and  by  the  plain  Depofitions  of 
his  principal  Meffengers  and  Agents  in  the  whole 
Villany. 

By  this  brief  Recollection  of  the  troubled  State  of 
Affairs,  and  the  Tumultuous  Temper  of  ill  Mens 
Minds,  in  His  Majesties  Kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland ,  about  the  time  when  this  treafonable  Con- 
fpiracy  was  in  agitation,  the  impartial  World  may  per¬ 
ceive,  from  what  deftru&ive  feeds  of  Sedition,  private 
Paffions  and  Animoftties,  under  the  difguise  of  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  publick  Intereft,  so  Monftrous  a  Birth 
was  produced. 

In  the  wonderful  Difcovery  of  which  deteftable 
Confederacy,  ana  In  the  happy  Prevention  of  its  dire 
Effe&s,  as  all  who  have  heard  of  it,  muft  acknowledge 
that  a  fignal  care  of  Gods  Providence  has  appear’d,  for 
His  Majefties  and  thefe  Nations  Prefervation  :  So 
His  Majefty  gives  the  Sacred  Word  and  Proteftation 
of  a  King,  that  nothing  has  been  done,  on  his  part, 
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but  what  was  agreeable  to  that  Royal  Benignity  and 
Natural  Candor  of  his  whole  Life,  whereof  all  the 
World,  even  his  Enemies,  have  had  such  undoubted 
Experience. 

The  members  of  the  Confederacy  were  the  Earl  of 
Shaftsbury,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  Lord  Gray  of 
Wark,  the  Earl  of  Essex,  Mr  John  Hambden  the 
Younger,  Colonel  Romzey,  Richard  Rumbald  and  his 
brother  ;  in  Scotland,  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Polwart, 
the  Lord  Melvil,  Hugh  Scot  and  others. 

Many  propositions  were  made  as  to  when  the  Royal 
Brothers  should  be  attacked. 

But  all  thel'e  other  propofitions,  as  fubjedt  to  far 
more  Cafualties  and  Hazards,  foon  gave  place  to  that 
of  the  Rye  in  Hartfordjhire :  A  Houfe  then  inhabited 
by  the  forefaid  Richard  Rumbald  ,*  who  propofed  that 
to  be  the  Seat  of  the  Adtion,  offering  himfelf  to  Com¬ 
mand  the  Party,  that  was  to  do  the  Work.  Him 
therefore,  as  their  moll  daring  Captain,  and  by  reafon 
of  a  Blemifh  in  one  of  his  Eyes,  they  were  afterwards 
wont,  in  Common  Difcourse,  to  call  Hannibal :  Often 
Drinking  Healths  to  Hannibal  and  his  Boys  ;  meaning 
Rumbald  and  his  Hellilh  Crew. 

The  commodioufnefs  of  the  Rye  for  any  such  def- 
perate  Enterprize  foon  incourag’d  them  to  fix  it  there  : 
Its  lonely  and  retir’d  Situation,  and  the  Inclofures 
about  it  being  such  as  would  afford  all  advantages 
imaginable  to  the  Affailants,  and  give  as  great  Incon¬ 
veniences  to  the  Perfons  attacked. 

The  place  being  agreed  on,  it  was  firft  queftion’d, 
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whether  the  ftroke  fhould  be  ftruck,  upon  His  Majes¬ 
ties  going  to,  or  coming  from  Newmarket :  But  it  was 
thought  more  expedient  to  defer  it  till  His  Majefties 
return. 

That  Point  being  over,  they  had  feveral  Meetings, 
to  confult  of  all  the  Circumftances  of  the  Parricide. 

The  Number  of  the  Men  to  be  perfonally  engaged 
were  Forty  at  Leaft,  to  that  end  two  or  three  Lifts  of 
Names  were  drawn  up,  out  of  which  the  choice  was  to 
be  made,  and  the  Roll  was  neer  completed. 

The  Arms  to  be  ufed  were  Blunderbuftes,  Mufkets, 
Piftols,  Carabines.  To  get  them  down  thither  with¬ 
out  fufpicion,  many  ways  were  thought  on.  One,  to 
put  them  up  in  Chefts,  and  bring  them  by  Land  in 
Carts.  Another,  to  hide  them  in  a  Boat,  under 
Coals,  or  Oyfters,  or  fuch  common  Lading,  and  fo 
to  convey  them  up  the  River  of  fVare .  Another,  that 
every  one  concern’d  fhould  go  down  privily  Arm’d, 
and  fo  all  Travelling  in  fmall  Parties,  fcatter’d,  and  at 
their  leifure,  they  might  eafily  meet  unperceived  about 
the  Rye ;  at  the  time  prefixt. 

When  the  Fatal  Hour  fhould  approach,  the  attempt 
was  agreed  to  be  made  in  this  manner  :  Some  one  or 
two  were  to  be  fent  forth  on  the  Road  towards  New¬ 
market ,  to  difcover  in  which  Coach  the  King  came, 
and  what  Company  attended  him  ;  which  they  well 
knew  was  commonly  no  more  than  fome  fix  of  the 
Guards  ;  and  thofe  alfo  were  suppofed  to  have  their 
Horfes  weak,  and  almoft  tired  by  that  time  they  came 
thither,  fo  near  Hodfdon,  one  of  the  ufual  Stages  where 
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His  Majefty  was  wont  to  change  Coaches  and  Guards. 

Upon  warning  thus  given  of  the  Kings  being  near  at 
hand,  all  were  to  be  in  readinefs  within  the  Houfe 
and  Yards  to  ifTue  forth  in  a  moment,  Tome  on  Horfe- 
back,  fome  on  Foot. 

Immediately  upon  the  Coaches  coming  within  the 
Gates  and  Hedges  about  the  Houfe,  the  Confpirators 
were  to  divide  into  feveral  Parties  :  Some  before  in  the 
habit  of  Labourers  were  to  overthrow  a  Cart  in  the 
narroweft  paffage,  fo  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of 
efcape  :  Others  were  to  fight  the  Guards,  Walcot 
chufing  that  part  upon  a  Pundlilio  of  Honour  :  Others 
were  to  fhoot  at  the  Coach-man,  Poftilion  and  Horfes  : 
Others  to  aim  only  at  His  Majefties  Coach,  which 
Party  was  to  be  under  the  particular  direction  of  Ram- 
bald  himfelf  5  the  Villain  declaring  before-hand,  That 
upon  that  occafion  he  would  make  use  of  a  very  good 
Blunderbufs,  which  was  in  Weft's  pofTeflion,  moll 
blafphemoufly  adding,  that  Fergujon  fhould  firft  confe- 
crate  it. 

It  is  indeed  a  thing  prodigious  to  tell,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  undeniable  proofs  of  it,  very  difficult  to  be  be¬ 
liev’d,  that  not  only  one  or  two  fuch  Furies  fhould  rise 
up  in  a  whole  Age,  but  that  fo  great  a  Number  of 
Men  fhould,  in  the  fame  time  and  place,  be  found  fo 
void  of  all  Humanity,  as  not  only  to  imagine  and  con¬ 
trive  fo  horrid  a  Fad!,  but  to  difcourfe  of  it  in  fo  many 
Meetings,  fo  fportfully  and  merrily  as  they  did,  as  if 
the  cruelleft  Tragedy  which  wicked  Men  or  the  Devil 
ever  invented,  had  been  only  a  matter  of  common  paf- 
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time  and  loofe  raillery.  Thus  when  at  one  of  their 
Confults  Weft  invited  Rum%ey  to  be  Godfather  to  his 
Child,  he  anfwered,  He  would,  if  he  might  he  allow'd 
to  call  him  Brutus.  And  when  it  was  once  propofed  to 
Kill  the  King  and  the  Duke  at  the  Play-Houfe ,  by 
blowing  up  the  whole  Audience  with  them,  Fergufon 
approved  the  way,  and  impudently  said,  That  then  they 
would  Die  in  their  own  Calling.  And  when  fome  ob¬ 
jected  againft  it,  That  by  this  means  the  Innocent  would 
perijh  with  the  Nocent ;  another  juftified  it,  saying, 
What  did  the  Jack-Daws  do  amongst  the  Rooks  f  And 
when  fome  propofed  that  to  give  a  better  colour  to 
what  they  did,  the  King  and  Duke  fhould  not  be 
killed,  but  only  feiz’d  and  brought  to  Tryal,  after 
that  the  People  had  got  the  better ;  It  was  anfwer’d 
by  Fergufon ,  That  it  was  never  thought  Injuftice  to  fhoot , 
or  fet  Traps  for  Wolves  and  Tygers. 

The  execrable  Deed  being  thus  fuppos’d  by  them  to 
be  feasible  without  much  Oppofition,  they  then  farther 
confider’d  the  feveral  ways  of  their  efcaping  after¬ 
wards.  Sometimes  they  thought  of  retreating  to¬ 
wards  Cambridgefhire ,  and  fcattering  there  j  fometimes 
of  retiring  into  the  Rye-Houfe ,  which  being  guarded 
with  a  Moat,  and  Brick-Walls,  they  doubted  not  to 
defend  it  againft  the  frighted  Country  People  for  fome 
Hours  till  Night,  when  they  might  fhift  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  difperfe.  Another  way  that  Rumbald  him- 
felf  propofed,  was  to  lead  them  out  of  the  great  Road 
through  the  Meadows,  which  were  to  be  gallop’d  all 
along  ;  fo  that  they  might  with  eafe  come  into  London 
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by  Hackney- Marjh,  before  the  News  of  what  was  done 
could  pofiibly  get  thither.  It  was  concluded  at  the 
lame  time,  that  divers  Lords,  and  principal  Men  of  their 
Party,  fhould  be  invited  to  an  Entertainment  that  very 
day  in  the  City,  that  they  might  be  upon  the  place  to 
Head  the  Faction  at  the  firft  arrival  of  the  News. 

But  whilft  they  were  thus  wholly  intent  on  this 
barbarous  Work,  and  proceeded  fecurely  in  its  Con¬ 
trivance,  without  any  the  leaft  doubt  of  a  profperous 
fuccefs  ;  Behold !  on  a  fudden  God  miraculoufly 
difappointed  all  their  Hopes  and  Defigns,  by  the  ter¬ 
rible  Conflagration  unexpectedly  breaking  out  at  New¬ 
market.  In  which  extraordinary  event,  there  was  one 
moft  remarkable  pafTage,  that  is  not  fo  generally  taken 
notice  of,  as  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Confufion 
of  His  Majefties  Enemies  it  ought  to  be. 

For  after  that  the  approaching  fury  of  the  Flames 
had  driven  the  King  out  of  his  own  Palace,  His  Ma- 
jefty  at  firft  removed  into  another  Quarter  of  the 
Town,  remote  from  the  Fire,  and  as  yet  free  from  any 
annoyance  of  Smoke  and  Afhes.  There  His  Ma¬ 
jesty  finding  he  might  be  tolerably  well  accommodated, 
had  refolved  to  ftay,  and  continue  his  Recreations  as 
before,  till  the  Day  firft  named  for  his  Journey  back 
to  London.  But  His  Majefty  had  no  Tooner  made 
that  refolution,  when  the  ^Wind,  as  conduced  by  an 
invifible  Power  from  above,  prefently  chang’d  about, 
and  blew  the  Smoke  and  Cinders  direCIly  on  his  new 
Lodgings,  making  them  in  a  moment  as  untenable  as 
the  other.  Upon  this,  His  Majefty  being  put  to  a 
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new  fhift,  and  not  finding  the  like  Conveniency  else¬ 
where,  immediately  declared  he  would  fpeedily  return 
to  Whitehal ;  as  he  did  :  which  happening  to  be  feveral 
days  before  the  Afiafiines  expected  him,  or  their  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  Rye  were  in  readinefs,  it  may  juftly 
give  occafion  to  all  the  World  to  acknowledge  what 
one  of  the  very  Confpirators  could  not  but  do,  That 
it  'was  a  Providential  Fire. 


